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All You Need Is Love 

Deuteronomy 34: 1-2; Matthew 22: 34-36 

As a young man, my first job was a “runner” on Wall Street, carrying documents from 
one floor to another in a brokerage house.  The pay was lousy, and they treated me 
badly, but what kept me showing up every day was this little red Vespa motor scooter 
that had completely captured my heart.  I’d passed a store window my first day of work, 
and saw the sign, “Layaway Plan: $25 down, and $25 a week.”  After about six months, 
I was only a few payments from my dream coming true.   

Until I jumped out of bed one morning to find I had no clean shirts, so I grabbed one of 
my brother’s without thinking.  But when I came home for lunch, he was furious – it 
turned out to be his last clean shirt.  He came at me, I threw a punch, but instead of his 
head, my hand hit the living room window.  Before I knew it, the shirt was covered with 
blood and I was in the emergency room.  And when I got back to work, my boss took 
one look and fired me.  I never got my Vespa, or even the money I’d put down.  What a 
huge disappointment! 

And it was disappointment that Jesus’ followers were struggling with. They were full of 
hope after Jesus processed into Jerusalem with what seemed like the whole city 
showering him with palms and shouting “Hosanna!”   

Then he goes and casts out the moneychangers from the temple, and antagonizes the 
religious leaders.  In last week’s gospel those leaders try to trap him into betraying the 
Romans by asking whether the Jewish people should pay the emperor’s Roman taxes 
to their oppressors.  And this week, they try to trick him into speaking out against the 
Jewish law.  The disciples are coming to realize, “This will not end well.” 

Today, the religious leaders ask Jesus a trick question – “Of all the laws, which is the 
most important?” 

Now Jesus knows that these are the religious leaders who insist their people follow not 
just 10 commandments, but 613 different ones – 365 for each day of the year, and 248 
for each bone in the human body.  “So which is most important Jesus?” 

Jesus responds by suggesting that their whole legalistic approach simply misses the 
point of what God cares about.  In fact, mandating 613 separate commandments is a 
classic case of missing the forest for the trees.  Instead, Jesus breaks this whole 
business of religion down into just two expectations – love God, and love your neighbor.  

Jesus is essentially saying, “You’ve taught people that religion is all about rules and 
regulations, and about who they’re better than.  You’ve taught them to exclude tax 
collectors and prostitutes and all sorts of undesirables from their tables and their lives.  
You’ve taught them not to follow their own consciences or their own hearts and instead, 
to look to you to interpret what’s right and what’s wrong.   



But you’ve lost sight of the big picture.  You’ve forgotten that laws are only valuable if 
they lead to loving behavior.  Loving God, not fearing God.  Loving our neighbors – 
loving all of them – not dividing them into friends and family on one side, and enemies 
on the other.” 

But Jesus wasn’t just some itinerant ranter.  He used the most ancient Jewish prayer to 
counter these leaders, the Shema, which angered them even more because there was 
literally no way they could contradict what he was saying.  Faithful Jews still say this 
prayer every day.  One version is sung like this: 

Love the Lord your God with all your heart, And with all your mind, And with all your 
soul.  Love your neighbors as yourself as well.  These commandments that I give to 
you, I write upon your heart, upon your heart.   

Jesus knew his response would enrage the religious leaders.  And, in fact, just as his 
disciples feared, this turned out to be his last confrontation with the Pharisees, before 
they decided to have him killed.   

But what’s amazing is how God, even in such desperate circumstances, as St. Paul 
says, “works all things for good.” 

When I got over getting fired, for example, I found a job in a slum area not far from Wall 
Street, working with young Hispanic kids whose lives seemed hopeless.   

Many were addicted to sniffing glue, to cope with their hunger… for food and for some 
kind of refuge from their despair.  But as it turned out, most were still pretty young and 
new to the street.  With the amazing resilience of youth, we were able to turn many of 
their lives around.  It was a wonderful job, and I soon forgot about that red Vespa. 

And Jesus’ disciples?  His arrest and crucifixion threw them into despair.  But once they 
“bottomed out,” they too discovered a depth of resilience they never dreamed they 
possessed.   

It was a resilience born in the experience of Jesus loving them so much that he rose 
from the dead, taught them the rest of what they needed to know, and left them the Holy 
Spirit to guide and comfort them as they spread his Good News across the world. 

So whatever disappointments you and I face, remember, Jesus gives us a simple 
response – keep loving God, and keep loving each other, and somehow, impossibly, 
God will use it all for good.  In good times and bad, that’s the gift on offer – the daily, 
unconditional, incredibly abundant love of the one who knows us best.  It’s available to 
each one of us, at every moment, if we simply consent to it. 

So let’s keep it simple – let’s keep loving God, and let’s keep loving each other, and let 
everything else just take care of itself. 


